THE NEW CALIFORNIA ASSESSMENTS AND WHAT

THEY MEAN FOR COLLEGE COURSE PLACEMENT

California students in 11th grade participate in the statewide administration of the California Assessment of
Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) that is aligned to the new California standards and used as part of
the Early Assessment Program (EAP). The assessments measure students’ math and English skills at the end of
their junior year to let them know in advance if they are ready for college-level course work upon enrolling at a
California State University (CSU) campus or participating California Community College (CCC).

During the fall, students and their families will receive their individual CAASPP Student Score Report by mail,
which includes their overall scores for English Language Arts (ELA) and mathematics. These overall scores will
provide one early indicator of a student’s readiness to take credit-bearing college-level English and math courses
when they begin college. There are other indicators of readiness for college courses that will exempt students
from developmental (i.e., remedial) coursework. These indicators may be found in the table “Which California
Colleges Use EAP Results.”

Meeting or exceeding the standards can help the student avoid additional testing, and non-credit bearing
developmental (i.e., remedial) courses and the associated costs, upon entering a CSU or CCC. Based on their EAP
status, students may need to use their senior year or the summer before college to take the appropriate classes in
order to move directly to credit bearing college-level courses when they enter a CSU or participating CCC.
Students should contact their school’s guidance counselor for more information about their options.
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CAASPP EAP results are for placement purposes only. A “Standard Nearly Met” or “Standard Not Met” status does not mean the
student is not eligible to apply to the CSU. If students complete the CSU admission requirements, they may apply to a CSU regardless

of the EAP status. No public higher education system in California uses the EAP results for admission purposes.
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